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what came out of their meeting was something entirely different.
When MacDonald, who was accompanied by Simon, handed
to the Duce his plan on March 18, he was doubtless thanked
for it courteously, but he was at once handed in return a plan
of Mussolini's own that forthwith took the place of the other,
which retired thereafter into almost complete obscurity for a
time. The Mussolini plan provided for the collaboration of the
four Great Western Powers—England, France, Germany and
Italy—in what amounted to a Directory of Europe, for the revision
of the Peace Treaties respecting frontiers and the establishment
of the military "equality" of Germany, with some proportionate
treatment of Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria. In the House of
Commons on March 23 MacDonald said that the British Govern-
ment endorsed the plan in principle, and was ready to proceed
with the elaboration of its details. He maintained that it would
cause the disappearance of the irritants that might lead to war
in Europe, and that this result was also in the best interests of
the little States. Plainly what was meant was that the "little
States" which had been established or enlarged by the War
and the peace treaties should be mulcted in territory for the
benefit of the States which had been defeated and had signed
those treaties.
As soon as the terms of the pact became known a fresh storm
raged on the Continent. The reaction was violent in Poland and
the Little Entente. A French paper had asserted that the revision
contemplated under the pact was to start with the "Corridor"
and go on to the rearrangement of the Hungarian "territories.*5
Count George Potocki, recently appointed Polish Ambassador
at the Quirinal, and on the point of leaving Warsaw for Rome,
sent in his resignation, as a protest against the pact. In London
Skirmunt, the Ambassador there, called at the Foreign Office
to express Poland's disapproval of the pact; he suggested to Bed:
that, if permitted, he would resign to show how strongly he felt
about it, but Beck replied in the negative. There were marked
repercussions in Prague, Belgrade and Bucarest; at Geneva,
Benesh, Fotitch and Titulescu, the Foreign Ministers of the Litffe
Entente and constituting its Permanent Council, published
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